
 SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY  
1st Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2019                                                                                             10:15 AM 
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE    

 

CHORAL PRELUDE     “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”                     L. Larson                              
                                                                    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Lighting of the Advent Candle and Call to Worship        The Kane Family 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  During the season of Advent, we are waiting 
for the coming of Emmanuel (God with us) into our lives.  During Advent we 
prepare our hearts and our lives to celebrate the joy of Christmas.  Together we 
begin our journey to the manger through our responsive Call to Worship: 
We have come to worship to prepare our hearts to celebrate in joy. 
Together we wait for the coming of Christ into our lives.  
We wait with longing and expectation and hope. 
We wait with our ears open to hear your message of love and mercy. 
We wait with our hearts open to receive new life.  We light the first candle so 
that we do not have to wait in the dark. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord!  Let us worship God! 

                                                                         
*HYMN 13 (Verses 1 & 2)                   “Prepare the Way”              BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

          
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                    Bill Harris            
In the season of Advent we prepare for the coming of Christ by opening our lives to the 
power of God’s redeeming love.  Together let us share our Prayer of Confession and 
make ready to receive God’s mercy once more.  Let us pray. 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                                                                         
     Holy God, it is too easy to forget why we are here in the midst of this busy  
season of preparation.  We get caught in a whirl of presents and parties, candies  
and cookies and too much to do.  Our lives become frazzled and full.  Help us to  
remember who we are and to whom we belong as the days of Advent fly past. 
Help us to pause and give thanks for the gifts of the season and the promises  
offered to us through the birth of your Son, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Through the coming of Christ we have been offered the gift of a lifetime.  For in Christ, 
all things are made new.  When we repent, we open our lives to the possibility of life 
made new.  Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and freed to live 
again.  Amen. 
 

 
 
RESPONSE HYMN 13 (Verse 3)       “Prepare the Way” 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace. 
             And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
             All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
                        O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
  

HEARING THE WORD 
 

RESPONSIVE READING from Isaiah 2:2-5 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established  
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills;  
all the nations shall stream to it.  

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain  
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us  
his ways and that we may walk in God’s paths.”  

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  
God shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;  
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
Hallelujah!  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                   Matthew 24:36-44                                        (NT pg. 26)  

 
SERMON                                          “Waiting For God”                Rev. Dr. Rene’ Whitaker                 
 
*HYMN 3                           “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”                         PSALM 42                          
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS   
CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                         
         OFFERTORY INVITATION     “Sleepers, Wake”                                        J. S. Bach                
         *DOXOLOGY    
              Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below.    
               Praise God above the heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                          
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
 *HYMN 370 (Verse 3)               “Just as I Am Without One Plea”                         WOODWORTH 
               Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse relieve; 
    Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.                             And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.                                  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 Holy God, as we await your coming into our lives once more, we offer you our 
prayers of thanksgiving and praise…(the prayer continues concluding with The Lord’s 
Prayer.)    
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen.” 
 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS  
     We will eat the bread as we are served to symbolize that Jesus died for each one of us.   
     We will hold the cup until all have been served to symbolize that Jesus died for all of us. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
Loving, God, because we are here in your house of worship, we know that you 

have already come.  Because of your promises we celebrate Advent with 
thanksgiving and anticipate your coming again.  On this day you have graciously 
offered us the bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation.  May we who have 
received this sacrament, be strengthened in your service; we who have shared 
our lives be healed by your promise of new life; we who have felt the greatness of 
your love offer it to all we meet.  For you have healed us and made us your own by 
the death and resurrection of your Son our Lord and by the life-giving power of 
your Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN 2                             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                            HYFRYDOL 

 
*BENEDICTION   
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE            “Three-fold Amen” 
POSTLUDE 
*Those who are able are invited to stand    (CCLI License #2939070)    
                                      
                  Westmont Presbyterian Church -601 Luzerne Street, Johnstown, PA 15905 
                  (814)536-0796 westmontpc.org                              Rev. Dr. Rene’ Whitaker 

 

Bulletins are sponsored by Doug Oakley,  
In memory of Loved Ones.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


